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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, February 8, 2017 
opening at 7:32 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   Meskin 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for February 8, 
2017, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following minutes, as submitted. 
 
 January 4, 2017, Study Session 
 January 18, 2017, Regular Meeting  
 January 31, 2017, Study Session 
  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to approve the voucher report for February totaling 
$117,991.66, as submitted.   
 
Jan Payroll                    $ 55,468.80   Check #'s  11851-11855 
 DD2870-DD2889 
 EFT1117-EFT1123 
     
Accts Pay-Jan-Feb       $  62,522.86             Check #’s  49328-49352 
       EFT  1355-1369, 1376-1379 (E) 
 Totaling   $117,991.66  ACH  1370-1375 (A) 
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 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS  
 
Mayor Lorenz received the reports for the DPW, Police and City Attorney reports for January and 
asked that they be placed on file.    
 
Lorenz shared he saw on the news the Sylvan Lake Police Department was looking for person using a 
fraudulent credit card and according to the Director of Public Safety they found who the person was 
and warrants have been issued for his arrest.  He congratulated the Police Department. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 
Patty Harrop reported for the Boat Dock Committee stating they will meet March 13th and tomorrow 
evening is Parks & Recreation Committee meeting.  Also the Chili Cookoff/Euchre Tournament is 
Saturday evening here at the Community Center.   
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
         
        
Helen Jane Peters shared Sylvan Lake lost one of its finest citizen last week, Ray Dahlgren.  He lived 
here all his life.  He was on City Council, Mayor, Commodore of the Boat Club.  City Council, City 
Hall and many, many neighbor attended the service.  
       H-001-17 
Peters handed out the Historical Society’s winter newsletter, which provided coming events.  They 
are still working on the sign for their April 4th event which will be here at the Community Center, 
commemorating 200 years where four townships come together.  She invited everyone to come.  The 
original post was put in the ground April 4, 1817 and they have the field notes that describe it.  
Another researcher sent her a list of people who lived in those four corners around that spot.   
 
Kathy Robbins stated she and her husband, Ed, have lived in the City for 25 years.  She shared the 
reasons why they purchased a home here, the security of the small community with Police on site all 
the time, and access to the lake.  She stated there are 51 people on the boat dock waiting list.  In 
reading the proposed change to the boat dock policy not requiring a boat to be in the space is of great 
distress to her.  She feels the spaces are designed for boats.  She asked Council to please consider not 
changing the requirement of having a boat at your dock space.   
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Dave MacGillis stated he has been a Planning Commission member since 2004.  He stated he is 
against the reduction of Planning Commission members, going from 9 to 7.  He feels all the 
volunteers want to help the city.  He heard it is hard to get things passed with so member members.  
He doesn’t recall anything being held up at Planning Commission. 
 
Nicole Menuck addressed her feelings on study sessions.  She doesn’t feel two meetings a month are 
necessary.  Many are unable to attend an early meeting at 6:00 p.m. and it takes away family dinners.  
Study sessions should be reserved for big items.  If they are going to continue with study sessions she 
feels these should be televised also if they are looking at transparency.   
 
Ed Robbins noted he also read the proposed boat dock policy modifications and it deeply bothers him 
when there are an estimated 57 people on the dock waiting list.  We all know how people try to get 
around the policy.  Robbins estimated there is 900 square feet per dock space.  He can see how some 
people will customize their space and this will only lead to increased conflict among dock holders.  
He feels there is no good reason to change the boat requirement. 
 
Roger Elliot expressed his displeasure in City Council’s change in how the Garbage and Rubbish is 
no longer levied as a millage by as Special Assessment.  This caused his tax return to be reduced by 
$141.  He feels not much thought went into this change.  
 
      
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin stated since he left his City Manager comments on his desk last month, he is going to share 
some of what he had prepared for last month and just a couple new things. 
 
Shop with a Hero 
The annual Shop With a Hero was on December 22 and went exceptionally well thanks to generous 
donations by several residents and business.  We have to thank Target for offering a grant to pay for 
many of the kids purchases.  Also, a big thank you to officers and reserves from Sylvan Lake, an 
officer from Keego Harbor, a couple from Orchard Lake, and a few from Lake Orion.  It made for a 
very fun event for us and the kids and families. 
 
City Hall 
It’s our more quite time of year as far as people coming into City Hall, but it is actually a very busy 
time of year as we prepare for the annual Business licenses, people planning construction projects, 
the boat dock process and gearing up for summer programs.  The Community Center continues to be 
active with rentals and we will be doing a little maintenance in the next month or so to spruce it up 
for Summer.   
 
Assessment Notices 
Assessment notices will be going out the end of next week and March Board of Review will be 
meeting March 13 and 14.  If you want to appeal your assessed value you will need to make an 
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appointment.  The phone number will be on the assessment notice.   Taxes are Due February 14 and 
water bills are due February 20.   
 
New Employee 
We have a new employee at City Hall.  Her name is Eleni Tsaprailis.  She is currently working 
through a temp agency but if she works out well, and so far she is, we will hire her.  Dryden asked the 
audience to let her or Martin know how employees are doing.  Many comments are given after an 
employee is no longer working for the city and that doesn’t help.   
 
Building and Planning Departments 
The Butchery, a butcher shop and deli at 2538 Orchard Lake Road received approval from Sylvan 
Lake to obtain permits from Bloomfield Township on December 22.  Checkers is going in where the 
old KFC was. They have not submitted their required plans and was made to stop working until plans 
are approved.  Plans were submitted for a condominium project on the vacant school property but 
they asked to place the review process on hold.  They are going to make changes to the plan and 
resubmit. 
 
Election  
West Bloomfield School District will be holding a special election on May 2 to seek approval for a 
$120M 20-year bond issue.  Martin encouraged those that are in the West Bloomfield School District 
to search for information on the internet so they are adequately informed prior to voting.  Sylvan 
Lake will have to go through the election process again for this and we will be reimbursed from West 
Bloomfield Schools for holding the election.  Unfortunately, the reimbursement does not cover the 
lost time by our staff. Dennise has put election information linked on our website. 
 
New Requirements 
Martin mentioned at the last Council meeting that he was going to attend a workshop on Asset 
Management Planning and Rate Setting for the Water and Sewer department.  He found the MDEQ 
has implemented new regulations requiring municipalities and water and sewer providers to establish 
and maintain an asset management program for water and waste water.  Specifically, “A community 
water supply that serves more than 1,000 people shall implement an asset management program as 
defined in the statue beginning January 1, 2018.” Almost all municipalities will find their current 
plans are inadequate and outdated.  On top of that we are required to conduct and implement a 
Capital Improvement Study and plan.  The MDEQ will be reviewing the AMP and the rate structure 
to ensure enough funds are being collected to maintain the system in a fair and equitable manner.    It 
is very common knowledge that local politicians generally have a difficult time increasing rates for 
any number of reasons, even as benign as not wanting to have their friends and voters pay more.  
Unfortunately, that has blossomed into the severe decline in infrastructure that we have now.  He will 
get into this more when a full council is present.   
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COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
Endres reviewed at the last meeting he invited everyone to the study session, January 31.  There was 
only seven who came.  There were no motions or action taken on items.  The session lasted three 
hours.  He thanked Nicole Menuck for her comment saying study sessions should be televised. 
 
Dzenko thanked Endres for telling a resident the proper way to get something on the agenda, taking it 
to the City Manager.  He commented on the passing of Ray Dahlgren and stated the service was well 
attended and he will be missed.   
 
Zubrzycki agreed Dahlgren is a great loss to the city and he feels for the family.  Zubrzycki invited 
everyone to the Parks & Rec Chili cookoff.  He stated it is a great time and thanked the Parks & 
Recreation Committee.  He stated it is good to see Dave MacGillis here.  He stated the Shop with a 
Hero is a great event and his daughters went and helped out.  He questioned the event on Facebook 
about a Concealed Gun class.  He asked if this was a City Sponsored event.  Martin stated it is not a 
city event, but a city employee doing it on his own. Zubrzycki shared the West Bloomfield School 
Education Foundation is holding a fundraiser to raise funds for the science and arts.  Their Casino 
Night at the Edgewood Country Club is Friday night.  He thanked everyone for their comments on 
televising the meetings and the comment on the levying of the Garbage and Rubbish.  City Council is 
trying to do their best for the residents.   
 
Lorenz extended his condolences to Karen Dahlgren.  Lorenz stated he spent a lot time with Ray.  
Helen McAllister and Ray will be missed.  He thanked Roger Elliot for bringing up the Garbage and 
Rubbish levy.  He shared this was a big and long discussion City Council had over many meetings.  
He further explained one of the reason they addressed it because some residents were paying $700 
annually for garbage pickup while others where only paying $75.  Lorenz is sorry this affected Elliot 
personally, but these are some of the tough decision they have to make.  Lorenz addressed study 
sessions; he doesn’t care if they meet, but if they are only going to have only one meeting then it 
would need to start early.  Before study session’s started regular meetings could run until midnight.  
Regarding the boat dock policy-there is a lot of other things in the document that are not hot button 
issues and City Council may only act on some.  The City Attorney and City Manager have worked on 
this document to reduce the long policy.  Lorenz would like to put on a future agenda unmanned 
aircraft/drones.  The FAA regulates them and has asked local communities to not, but Lorenz has 
found some who have.  He would like to propose and discuss they can’t be piloted from city property.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
            

a. Televising Meetings    C1-002-017 C3-001-17 
 
Martin reviewed this has been discussed at the last couple of meetings.  At the last study session, they 
setup the room as an example of how it would look if they televise the meetings.  He stated Dave 
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Albery and Dave Scott were at that meeting to explain the financial portion of it, which would pay for 
the installation of the camera mounts, sound system, fiber, microphones and stands.  It would also 
cover the cost to televise the meetings.  Meetings can be televised live, if City Council decides to do 
this, and/or recorded to play online and on cable over the next week.   
 
Lorenz he does see some benefits.  He spoke with a lot of people over the last week and feels 
Planning Commission meetings also need to be televised.   
 
Zubrzycki wants to do this and feels it is a great benefit.   
 
Endres stated for several years City Council approved the Sun Shine Resolution, which states City 
Council supports resident’s rights to open government meetings and public records and maintaining 
the people’s trust and confidence in their government and in the government’s ability to effectively 
serve its citizens.  He addressed three concerns he has heard – grandstanding, many want it and he 
would be willing to take his laptop to those that don’t have one. 
 
Dzenko is still against this and feels it will change the mood and intimidate people.  He strongly feels 
they should not do this.   
 
Zubrzycki agrees with Dzenko it may change the mood, but also feels it will make it more 
professional.   
 
Lorenz believes it is good to have another record for people to see if they were not able to attend the 
meeting, but he doesn’t believe people are clamoring to televise the meetings.  He doesn’t feel they 
need to have a live telecast of the meetings.   
 
Nicole Menuck was offended by the way her words are twisted.  She did not say the study session 
should be televised, but if they are going to televise one meeting they should the other. However, she 
doesn’t feel any should be televised.  Further, Dave Scott was enthusiastic about televising the 
meeting – why wouldn’t he be when he is going to profit from it.  She noted Dave Albery’s shock at 
televising more than the regular meetings because the quote was only for the regular meetings.  
Again, she is for televising special presentations such as the budget and water/sewer rates; and maybe 
not doing them live or even on CivicCenter TV but only as a link online.  She agreed the tone will 
change because the current City Council does joke and notes are passed; you can’t do that on T.V. 
She reiterated it is a bad idea.   
 
Pete Peters hopes City Council will not disregard this and give it a chance and use the technology.  
He has been on City Council and attends most meetings, but know people won’t come, where they 
may watch it online.   
 
Dave MacGillis feels maybe the meetings should be more formal.  He feels he could be more 
informed if they were televised.   
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Endres apologized to Menuck if he offended her; he thought he heard her right, but must not have.  
He clarified Dave Scott is a contractor with the Cable Commission.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the use of the Cable Joint Venture Fund to 
purchase and install all necessary equipment to enable the televising of the City Council 
meetings.  Further, upon completion of installation they will use one of their regular meetings that 
would be taped but not televised to enable the City Council to critique the process. 
 
 Yes:  Endres, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
 No:   Dzenko 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

b.   Ordinance 328 – Amendment Reducing Planning Commission Membership from 9 to 7 
 
Endres started out by explaining why they are looking at changing the number of members.  He felt 
the meetings were unruly and hinders its ability to make progress.  He has researched 12 surrounding 
communities and found Sylvan Lake and only one other has nine.  The rest have seven or less.   
 
Endres added a non-voting recording secretary is also needed.  By Charter is say they need to have 
one and he believes it should be filled the same way a commission seat is filled.   
 
Zubrzycki explained really the commission is currently eight members since Endres became a council 
member and he is on there as council rep.  Zubrzycki has sat on Planning Commission and no 
disrespect but it is sometimes hard to come to a consensus.   
 
Lorenz stated there are two members with their terms up and there are three very qualified 
candidates.  So this makes the decision that much harder.   
 
Lorenz asked if videotaping the Planning Commission meetings would count as minutes. Attorney 
Schultz stated it does not; it has to be a written record.  The only thing required is action taken, 
discussion is helpful, but not required.   
 
Nicole Menuck feels if the only reason for this change is to get things pushed through, then they are 
wrong in doing this.  There may be a reason why it is not being pushed through.  She feels it is a 
matter of timing and the remaining six aren’t necessarily the best qualified to be there.  They all have 
good experience or insight.   
 
Jim Smith asked if the Planning Commission operates on a consensus basis or majority.  Lorenz 
replied, majority.   
 
Dave MacGillis disagrees with the comment that it is hard to get things passed.  They have always 
put forth a recommendation to City Council in a timely manner.   
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Lorenz is fine with 7 or 9.  He has served on Planning Commission and explained when there are 
discussion points that are very difficult and it does take time.   Planning Commission has always done 
a good job.  He does feel it would easier to come to a decision and be more productive in going from 
nine to seven.   
 
Zubrzycki stated getting enough volunteers can be difficult at times.   
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Endres, to approve Ordinance 328 amending Chapter 46-
Planning and Section 32-Establishment of the Code of Ordinances reducing the number of 
commissioners from 9 to 7.   
 
 Yes:   Endres, Zubrzycki, Dzenko 
 No:    Lorenz 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 

c.  Appointment of Planning Commission Member 
       A2-003-17 
 
Mayor Lorenz thanked all those who have been on Planning Commission and for their great work.  
He apologized to the two others for their service and hope they will continue to participate at the 
meetings.   
 
Mayor Lorenz appointed Luke Cassar to the Planning Commission for a three-year term to expire in 
2020. 
            
    Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to confirm Mayor Lorenz appointment to the Planning 
Commission as he stated. 
 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

d.  Appointment of Parks & Recreation Committee  A2-003-17  
 
Mayor Lorenz noted there was still one opening vacant.  Mayor Lorenz stated he is appointing Karen 
Berkfield to the Parks & Recreation Committee for 2017. 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Endres, to confirm Mayor Lorenz’s appointment of members to 
the Parks & Recreation Committee as he stated. 
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 Yes:  All  
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

e. Order Patrol Vehicle 
 
Martin stated they have looked at many vehicles and shared the criteria they reviewed.  They have 
chosen another Tahoe.  It will replace the 2011 Tahoe that will have around 100,000 miles on it when 
they replace it.   
 
Dzenko asked why they are not looking at a four-wheel drive.  Martin stated the repair costs are a lot 
more and they are doing ok with the current two-wheel. 
 
Endres feels that is a good vehicle with a lot of leg room.  He is glad they are not looking at the top 
speed car. 
 
Lorenz shared in the past they have kept the cars longer with more miles on the them and only found 
the maintenance cost to be a lot more.  They have budgeted for this vehicle and he is good with it.   
 
Helen Jane Peters noticed numbers on top of the vehicles.  She asked if that is for helicopters.  Martin 
agreed she is correct, so they know who they are looking at and speaking with.   
 
Kathy Robbins asked if they will be selling one vehicle.  Martin stated they will sell the 2011 Tahoe 
with the highest miles on it.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked Martin for providing this information to them.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to approve $37,000 to purchase a Chevy Tahoe for the 
police department. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres  
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. ROW Policy – Parking direction, maintaining gravel spaces, material  
b. Boat Dock Policy      
c. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
d. Fire Department 
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e. Seawall – Replace section of Ferndale wall 
 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Endres, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.  
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


